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1 AN, who offers his ſentiments 

to the world, indiſputably ſubmits 
humſelf to the tribunal of criticiſm: 
nor ſhould he affett to complain of the 
freedom, with which his works are 
canvaſſed.—Upon this principle we ad- 


mt Mr. FoorE's undoubted right to 
indeſligate the merits of Mr. Hu- 


TER'S Treatiſe on the Venereal Diſeaſe ; 
and we ſincerely wiſh that he had done 
it in a manner which juſtice could not 
have blamed. 


EE” But 


L 1 ] 

But the moſt impartial perſon will 
agree with me, that, however Mr. 
Foor may imagine that he has diſ- 
tmguiſhed himſelf by the brilliancy of 
tas wit, and the poignancy of has ſa- 
tire, yet his Obſervations on Mr. HuN- 
TER's Treatiſe are deſtitute of every 


pretenſion to hberality and candor 5 8 


that his views appear to be perſonal ; 
and that he writes againſt Mr. Hux- 
TER, rather than his opinions. 


Even reſpect for the ſentiments of 


the world ſhould have induced Mr. 
FoorE to have proceeded more cau- 
tiouſly. The opinion which it enter- 
tains of Mr. HUNTER, 2s not to be 
altered by ridicule and witticiſms.— 
Reaſon 
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Reafon and experiment are the only 


means which can effect a change in that 
opinion. 


Why I have undertaken a review of 
Mr. FoorTEe's labours, is an enquiry of 
no moment to the public. How I have 
executed it, tis their's to judge. Whatever 
are its faults, let me not be charged 
with the leaſt-intention of being perſonal 
towards Mr. FootTE. I do not know 
hum farther than by his writings ; and 
except when thoſe lead me to unſavour- 


able ſuſpicions, I can believe him poſ- 


ſeſſed of every uſeful and every amiable 


quality. If I have been free in my re- 
marks, let him reflect, that I am be- 
trayed into that liberty by the influence 


of his own example. On 


5 

On the queſtion concerning pus, TI 
have made mention. of ſome reſpectable 
perſons, in oppoſition to the doctrine 
which Mr. FooTE enforces ; not in- 
deed becauſe I am a behever in either 
of their opmions, but merely to demon- 
rate how unqufily Mr. FooTE makes 
a boaſt of authoritzes. 


Mor do I prefume to attempt to leſſen 
the importance of the very diftmguiſhed 
writer, whom Mr. FOOTE has quoted on 


that topic. Mr. PoTT's reputation can- 


not be affefted by controverting a matter 


of ſpeculation ; nor will the hght of 
ruth dimimiſh the luſtre of his merit. 
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In ſpeaking of exßheriments made 


with the Ticuna, or American Poiſon, I 
allude to thoſe lately publiſhed by the 
phalofophucal and ſcientific Abbe Fox- 
TANA.—I do not mean to convey the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of the accuracy of has 
Experiments; but, in expreſſing my 
doubts of the manner in which it hills, 
I only except to the experiments being 
adduced as proofs that wounds are very 
good abſorbent ſurfaces. For objections 
are certainly to be raiſed do the theory, 
that the poiſon, previous to its proving 
miſchievous, 15 conveyed through the 
channels of the abſorbents into the blood 


veſſels, and in that manner mixed with 


the blood. 


— 


ö 4 


E | 

I have made few practical remarks 
on the complaint under conſideration ; 
cneſing to confine myſelf at preſent to 


the reviewing of the Obſeroations. For 


it would have been inconvenient to have 
delivered my own obſervations in the 
courſe of reviewing the perſormance of 
another. And, moreover, the expedition 
with which the nature of a review re- 
guares it to be publiſhed, would not have 
allowed me to have digeſted my ideas in 
a manner, which could have juſtified my 


altempting to communicate them to the 


world. 


F have peruſed the Second Part of 
Mr. Foorte's Obſervations.—In me- 


vit it does not riſe above the Firſt 


Parts 
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below it. As am not certain that the 


1 


Part ; and in virulence it does not fall 


public will approve of the Review of 
the Firſt Part, I will not hazard the 
increaſe of its diſſatisfattion, by proceed- 


mg at this time to review the Second. 


T ſhall not treſpaſs upon the readers 
time, by pointing out the merits, or apo- 
lagizing for the defects of the following 
pages ; but will finiſh my preface with, 
I hope, no unreaſonable petition, 


— Pniam pro laude peto; laudatus abunde, 
Nan faſtiditus ſi tibi, leftor, ero. 
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In the Title Page, read, A Review of the Firſt Part of, &c. 
Page 9, I. 13, for Cullen, read De Haen. 
Page 56, I. 8, before aſſociating, read firſt. 
And there are a few Errors in the Punctuation. 
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Mn. FOOTE's OBSERVATIONS. 


HERE have been very 
few 1lluſtrious characters 


in this, or any other country, 
againſt whom envy and male- 
volence have not lifted up their 
heads: and the uſual conſe- 
quence of a dillinguiſhed per- 
ſonage's committing his opinions 
to writing, is an attack from 
lome would-be critic, ſome hun- 

B lome 


BY 1 


ter after deformities, who, with 


a beam in his own eye, feels a 


pleaſure in imagining there is a 


mote in another's. 


Knowing 
theſe things, we are very little 
ſurprized that Mr. HunTER's late 
Publication on the Venereal Diſ- 


| eaſe hath drawn forth a torrent 
of invective and abuſe. I allude 


to the Obſervations lately pub- 
liſhed by IESsE FoorE, Surgeon, 


of Dean ſtreet, Soho. Mr. HuN- 
TER'S reputation in the republic 
of ſcience, is too firmly fixed, to 


be ſhaken by his artillery. Never- 


theleſs, as there are many who 


read, who are not citizens of that 


COMMmON- 
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common-wealth, it is poſſible 
that ſome temporary prejudice 


may be done to Mr. HUNTER, 


if the papers before me paſs un- 


noticed, eſpecially as their au- 
thor has been very attentive to 
the advice ſomewhere given 
e Throw dirt enough, ſome of 
& it will ſick.” That Mr. HuN- 


TER himſelf ſhould reply to 


them, would be beneath the 
dignity of his character: the 
world expects his hours to be 
better employed. 


Great and ſplendid talents, 
however, ſeem not neceſſary to 


B 2 _ repel 


3 


repel Mr. FoorE's attack. Let 


me then humbly hope, that the 
Public will not blame my pre- 
ſumption, if I undertake that 
talk; and endeavour to do ſome 
Juſtice to the reputation of a 
man, to whom Science in gene- 
ral, and Medicine in particular, 
have great and manifold obli- 
gations. EC: 


The reader will excuſe me, if 
I do not particularly attend to 
every paragraph in Mr. FoorE's 
work. Some of his objections, 
for obvious reaſons, I may not 
think it neceſſary to notice. 

From 
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From page 1ſt we learn, that 
Mr. Foork thinks it a matter of 
great importance that His proteſt 
be entered againſt Mr. Hu- 
TER's doctrines. 


We acknowledge the merit of 
this conduct; and with ſenti- 
ments of gratitude, not of rid1- 
cule, will remember him as the 
Proteſter againſt the doctrines of 
the Profeſſor or Confeſſor + JOHN 


HUNTER. 


* By theſe titles Mr. FooTe ſpeaks of Mr. Hun- 
TER, Who unfortunately had no Profeſſorſhip, be- 
fore Mr. Foote was facetionſly pleaſed to give him 


One. 


In 


| 
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In the upper half of page the 
eighth, he gives us a ſpecimen 
of his powers in criticiſing. 


Finding fault with Mr. Hux- 


TER's definition of the Venereal 
Diſeaſe, he propoſes, inſtead 
thereof, to © call the diſeaſe, 
an animal poiſon peculiar to 


* man. Nov, in the name of 


reaſon, does this define the diſ- 
eaſe more accurately, than Mr. 
HuNnTER's calling it © a morbid 


poiſon ?” Will not Mr. 


Foorte's definition apply equally 


well to the variolous, morbillous, 


and 


1 
and perhaps the peſtilential poi- 
{on ? 


Would any man have ex- 
pected an objection to ſuch plain, 
intelligible, hmple language as 
this. The Venereal Diſeaſe 
* ariſes from a poiſon, which 
* as it is produced by diſeaſe, 
and is capable again of pro- 
ducing a ſimilar diſeaſe, I call 
a morbid poiſon.— Like all ſuch 
poiſons, it may be communi— 
cated to others in all the va- 


rious ways, in which it can be 
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received, producing the ſame 
£ 


LA 


diſeaſe in ſome one of its 


* forms. 


1 
% forms. We have here a de- 
finition of a morbid poiſon ; we 
know it ſtrictly applies to the 


venereal poiſon. 


The ſeven following pages the 


Proteſter has written, and ſaid 
nothing. 


In page 16th, he preſents us 
with an opinion of Mr. Hu- 
TER's, That the diſcharge from 
* a gonorrhcea 1s purulent;” and 
againſt this opinion having cal- 
led to his aid every authority 


* HUNTER on the Venereal Diſeaſe. 


that 


LS] 


that he can, he 1s determined to 


make a conſiderable ſtand. But 
let him that ſtandeth take heed, 
leſt he fall. | 


Let us hear the Proteſter :— 
% Whoever has conſidered what 
Vas the cauſe of pus, uniformly 


c 


Lay 


agrees, that it muſt ariſe ne- 


La) 


0 


ceſſarily from a ſolution of the 
parts where the pus was form- 
«© ed.“ Is he then perſuaded, 
that Meſſrs. GaBEkR, PRIN GLE, 


HEWSO0N, CULLEN, BELL, and 
many other Writers, and Lec- 
turers on Phyſiology and Medi- 
cine, have all wanted conſidera- 
tion? That they were all noto- 


C riouſly 


( 40. ] 
riouſly ſuperficial inveſtigators of 
things, and of cauſes ? 
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Now, unfortunately, all theſe 
authorities arrange themſelves in 
direct oppoſition to the doctrine Why 
embraced by the Proteſter. Not- I 
withſtanding he threatens us with 
calling up authorities, he does 
nothing more than bring a ſingle 
quotation from Mr. PorT.—Why 
did he not remember, © that 
« truth is not the child of au- 
*© thority;” and why did he not 
refute Mr. HUNTER, by adducing 
experiments, either his own, or 
of ſome other perſon ? 
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It is ſuperfluous in me to pro- 
feſs the higheſt reſpect for the au- 
thor, whom he has quoted. Few 
or none have deſerved better of 
mankind, or contributed more to 
the improvement of his profeſ- 
ſion. Nor is it the leaſt of his 
praiſe, that a more candid or 
faithful recorder of facts never 
exiſted. But in matters of ſpe- 
culation and opinion, the ſingle 
authority of any man whatever, 
muſt be conſidered as quel- 
tionable. 


The dignity of Mr. Porr's 
mind muſt lead him to think li- 
berally of others, and raiſe him 

Ca. above 


L 38 |] 
above the mean ſuſpicion that 
Mr. HuNnTER, who is known to 
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found every opinion upon ſome 
experiments at leaſt, would teach 
that the diſcharge in a gonor- 
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rhœa, was purulent, merely be- 
cauſe Mr. Porr has ſaid it was 
mucous *#.—lIt is both indecent 
and abſurd to aſſign ſuch a rea- 
fon for Mr. HUN TER's conduct. 
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But authorities, and characters, 
and opinions apart, it is eaſy to 
produce a multitude of experi- 
ments to ſhew, that pus may be 


* c know why the Profeſſor perſiſts to call this ſe- 
« creted fluid pus, and my readers ſhall know it; be- 
ce cauſe Mr. Pott ſays it is not pus.” 
PFPcoorz's OBSERVATIONS, Part I. p. 20. 
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1 4 
formed without any breach in the 
ſolids, or, in other words, with- 
out an ulcer. If the Proteſter be 
not acquainted with this truth, he 
has either wanted application, or 
opportunities to inform himſelf. 


With reſpect to the particular 
queſtion of the nature of the diſ- 
charge in a gonorrhœa, if it be 
not in many caſes poſſeſſed of 
every characteriſtic of pus, as 
colour, ſmell, diffuſibility in 
water, want of ropineſs, &c. 1 
am perſuaded, that half the Sur- 
geons in England have no tolera- 
bly clear ideas of pus.—That it 
is always purulent, is to be de- 

7 nied : 


„ 


nied: Mr. HuNnTER makes no 
ſuch aſſertion. The candid Pro- 
teſter, however, endeavours to 
perſuade us that he (Mr. H.) does; 
and then ſhews how he contra- 
dicts himſelf. 


An apology is certainly due to 
Mr. Porr, for the introducing of 
his name, and his work on this 
occaſion. The Proteſter has 
forced that excellent writer into 


a controverſy, in which, I am 
ſure, he never dreamed of being 

engaged.— The book, which the 
Proteſter quotes, was written to 


correct ſome prevailing falſe opi- 
., nions, which influenced the prac- 
In Oe: tice 
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31 
tice of Surgeons in the treating 
of Fiſtule Lachrymales. Deceived 
by the notion that pus was al- 
ways generated by an ulcer, and 
ſeeing a purulent diſcharge in 
fiſtlulæ lachrymales, they heſi- 
tated not to believe, that the 
parts from hence it iſſued were 
ulcerated, and the ſubjacent 
bones carious; and this ſuppoſed 
ulcer and caries, they fell upon 
with fire and ſword. 


The ſagacity of Mr. PoTT ma- 
nlifeſted to him the falſehood of 


their principles; and in the work 


which J allude to, he corrects the 


opinion of ulceration and caries, 


and 


E 
and points out the true and ra- 
tional mode of cure. To do this 
was his grand object; and his in- 
quiry into the difference be- 
tween purulent and mucous diſ- 


charges, was made only with aview 


the more firmly to eſtabliſh the 
principles and the practice which 
he recommends.— If the Proteſter 
makes no more of ſtanding againſt 
other opinions which he diſlikes, 
than he has made of his landing 
on this occaſion, verily he may 
as well fit dotron.— Here he was 


to make a conſiderable ſtand, and 


to call every authority, which he 
could, to his aſſiſtance. What 
were we not led to expect? 
HBleſſed 
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* Bleſſed are they who expect no- 
„thing, for they ſhall not be dif- 
appointed. - Neither argument 
nor experiment are adduced againſt 
Mr. HN TER; but merely an opi— 


nion is quoted from a work fami— 


liar to us all. 


In the next paragraph we learn, 
that the Proteſter * has never ſeen 
* that the inflammatory ſtate took 
place a conſiderable time before 
*© the diſcharge.” —Mr. HUNTER, in 
ſupport of his doctrine, brings the 
evidence of facts; but the Prote/- 
ter is for weighing his doubts againſt 
them. Is not this Hiching agar! the 
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If the accounts, which patients 
give of themſelves, are to be de- 
pended upon, I may lay, that I have 


known uneaſineſs in the urethra 


take place days before a gonorrhœa 


appeared. 


Page 27.-Why does the Prote/- 
ter aſk Mr. HUNTER, if he calls 
* the diſcharge, without virus, pus 
* alſo?” In the very beginning of 
the chapter upon which he is com- 
menting, it is ſaid, © the ſurface of 
the urethra is ſubject to inflamma- 
tion, and fuppuration, from various 
* cauſes, beſides the venereal poi- 


* ſon x.“ . 


* HUNTER, page 32. 
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Page 27th to page 38th. — Here 
two points of Mr. HUN ER's doc- 
trine are controverted; the firſt that 
time alone will cure a gonorrhœa: 
the ſecond, that the addition of 
freſh venereal matter to parts al- 
ready labouring under the venereal 
diſeale, doth not increaſe the ſame; 
and that a part labouring under the 
venereal diſeaſe may be cured in the 
uſual ſpace of time, notwithſtanding 
the continual application to it of 
freſh venereal matter. —The ſecond 
I will firſt conſider: the Protefter 
* defies Mr. HUNTER to prove that 


LA) 
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the gonorrhea cannot be conti- 
nued by the application of freſh 
venereal matter; and bids him 

D 2 * ſtand 
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© ſtand forth and declare if the go- 
** norrhcea is not continued by it.“ 
P. 33, 34.— But Mr. Foote may 
as well recall his challenge, and 
take up his gauntlet. For I do 
aſſure him that I have known in- 
ſtances in which men and their 
wives have laboured under the diſ- 
eale at the ſame time: the huſbands, 
nowithſtanding, continued their 
uſual intercourſe with their wives, 
and both parties obtained their 
cures much in the uſual ſpace of 
time. One perſon was well ix 
weeks before his wife; but conti- 


nued to cohabit with her the whole 


time, without any return of his 
complaints. 


Touching 
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Touching the firſt point, expe- 
rience has fully aſſured me, that 
gonorrhœas will ſometimes go off 
without medical aſſiſtance. Whe— 
ther this will be always, or even 


generally the caſe, I cannot deter- 


mine, becauſe where I have been 


ſuffered to follow my own incli- 
nations, I have never left gonor- 
rhœa to itſelf. My readers, I dare 
lay, will calmly and carefully pe- 
rule what Mr. HUNTER ſays upon 


the queſtion, and judge for them- 
ſelves. 


That both internal medicines and 
injections are ſometimes uſeleſs in 
the cure of a gonorrhœa, I do not 


doubt, 
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doubt, becauſe I have known the 


diſeaſe withſtand the operations of 
both for nearly twelve months. 


Of page 41 I ſhall obſerve, that 
the truth or falſehood of Mr. Hun- 
TER's opinion is to be decided from 


an appeal to facts alone. 


Moral concluſions are by no 
means to be drawn from phyſical 
experiments; and, therefore, if 
Mr. Foote had been a man of 
candour, and an advocate for ſim- 
ple truth, he would not in this, or any 
other part of his Obſervations, have 
taken the advantage of prejudicing 
his readers age Mr. HUNTER, by 


inſinuating, 


4 
inſinuating, that his doctrines have 


a tendency to promote vicious ac- 


tions. Feeble, indeed, muſt be the 
attachment to virtue of that mind, 


which is reſtrained from the perpe- 
tration of crimes only by the fear 


of corporal inconveniences. 


Page 43 and 44, of the Chorde.— 
Mr. Foork ſeems to puzzle himſelf 
as well as his reader, in order to 
raiſe ſome objection to Mr. HuN- 
TER's doctrine on this ſubject. Ne- 
vertheleſs he agrees with him as to 
the main point; that is, that the 
Chorde is owing to an incapacity in 
the corpus ſpongioſum urethræ of 
being diſtended in the ſame propor- 


tion 
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tion in which the corpora caver- 
noſa are diſtended. So far he af- 
ſents, but no farther; for the adopt- 
ing any theory of Mr. HUNTER, 1s 
at all times a ſurrender of all his 
ſenſes. And after all, he cannot 
compleat his explanation of the 
Chorde without adopting language 


and ideas ſimilar to Mr. HUNTER's, 
Diſpoſitions, Actions, Powers. 


As far as Mr. FoorkE agrees with 
Mr. HuNxrTER, he is right; but far- 
ther than this, I call upon his own 
experience to teſtify that he is wrong. 
He cannot but recollect a variety 
of caſes in which the Chorde has 


remained, after every appearance 


of 


L 2s. J 


of inflammation has ceaſed. We 
cannot ſuppoſe him erring in this 
particular thro' ignorance, but led 
aſtray by his never-cealing ſolici- 


tude to perceive errors in * the 


Profeſſor.” 


Chordes, if I may ſpeak what 
experience has taught me, may be 
either inflammatory or ſpaſmodic.— 
When inflammatory, the inflam- 
mation from the gonorrhea having 
likewiſe affected the corpus ſhongio- 
ſum urethre, its reticular ſubſtance 
from the extravaſation of coagu- 
lable lymph, as in all other in- 
ſtances of adheſtve mflammation is 
glued together, Mr. FoorTE is in- 
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clined to ſneer at the term adheſive 
in flammation.— Whether the expreſ- 
ſion be a very proper one, I 
will not inquire; but I will moſt 
poſitively aſſert, that the ideas, 
which are annexed by Mr. Hu- 
TER to that expreſſion, are to be 
demonſtrated as true from every 
day's experience. The corpus ſpon- 
gioſum being in the above deſcribed 
condition, whenever an erection of 


the penis ſuddenly takes place, the 


two corpora cavernoſa become com- 
pletely diſtended; but the corpus 


{pongioſum does not admit of a ſi— 


milar diſtenſion; and hence ariſe 


the pain and the bending of the 


penis. But we frequently meet 
with 


* 

1 

* * 

© 
# 
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with Chordes, where we can diſ- 
cover no traces of inflammation ; 


that is to ſay, we find no thicken- 
ing, hardneſs, or ſoreneſs to the 
touch about the urethra, nor any 
heat in making water. 


In ſuch a caſe we can account 
for the contraction of the corpus 
ſpongioſum only by attributing that 
contraction to ſpaſm. 


Nor is this diſtinction merely 
theoretical; it is uſeful in practice. 
If we treat all Chordes alike, we 
ſhall find our practice frequently 
unſucceſsful ; but by varying it, as 
we perceive the ſymptom to be ei- 

E 2 ther 
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ther inflammatory or ſpaſmodic, we 
ſhall procure greater relief to our 


patients, and ſatisfaction to our- 
ſelves. 


Page 45, Of the manner in which 
the inflammation attacks the urethra. 


Mr. Foorz, as uſual, indulges 
his propenſity to cavil ; and never- 
theleſs proceeds to confirm Mr. 
HuNTER's. opinion, by adducing the 
evidence of a caſe, which occurred 
under his own obſervation; and 
which ſtrengthens that opinion, as 
much as a caſe can do. 


As to the ſpecific diſtance of the 
venereal inflammation; it can hardly 


be 
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be doubted that the injections, which 
do not paſs far into the urethra, 
would fail of relieving the com- 
plaint, were it not, that the inflam- 
mation does not commonly reach 
to a great extent. For injections 
are not often thrown high into the 
urethra. In recent gonorrhœa, a 
bougie has been introduced. The 
complaint of ſoreneſs was made 
only while the inſtrument was paſ- 


ſing along the firſt two or three 
inches of the urethra. 


Mr. HunTER is ſpeaking only of 
the general courſe of the diſeaſe. He 


* To make liquids paſs along the whole of the canal 
of the urethra, it is neceſſary to inject with conſiderable 
force. Now the throwing up of even mild injections 


with violence, is generally productive of miſchief. 
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acknowledges, that ſometimes the 
irritation and inflammation are ex- 
tended along the whole of the ure- 
thra even to the bladder. 


Sympathy. 


Mr. FoorE, in the courſe of his 
criticiſms, has taken great pains to 
ſhew, that the term ſympathy is 
uſed by Mr. HunTeR in an im- 
proper ſenſe; and that the word 
irritation ought to have been ſubſti- 
tuted for 1t.—lIt is eaſy to inſtance 
a variety of medical writers of cha- 
racter, who have uſed the term 
ſympathy in deſcribing affections of 
the body independent of the mind. 

But 


CE 4 
at to ſay nothing of authorities, 
every man has moſt certainly the 
liberty of expreſſing his ideas by 
whatever terms he chuſes, provided 


he does by thoſe terms render his 
ideas intelligible. 


When a part 1s affected with a 
painful diſeaſe, and another part 
which has no immediate connec- 
tion with the firſt part, becomes 
likewiſe painful; ſome term is want- 
ing, by which we may explain the 
affection of the ſecond part.—-If 
there be inflammation in the liver, 
and a pain be felt in the top of 
the ſhoulder, or if the teſticle be 
ſqueezed, and an uneaſlineſs of the 


ſtomach 
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ſtomach follow, by what word ſh._ 


we communicate an idea of this ſe- 
condary affection of the top of the 
ſhoulder, or of the ſtomach? 


If we ſay a part has been irritated, 
we are ſuppoſing that ſome irritat- 
ing ſubſtance has been applied to 
it. But when the teſticle is com- 
preſſed, and the patient feels an 
immediate ſenſe of uneaſineſs in his 
ſtomach, we are at a loſs to diſco- 
ver what irritation could have been 
applied to the ſtomach ; or to con- 
ceive how an uritating ſubſtance 
could have been applied to it by 
queezing the teſticle. 


Now 
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Now the word ſympathy, which 
ſignifies, the ſulfering with, conveys 
as clear an idea of the ſecondary af- 
fection of the ſtomach, or of the 
top of the ſhoulder, as our preſent 
knowledge of Anatomy and Phyſi- 
ology can enable us to conceive. 
And if we ſay, that the Stomach 
ſympathiſes with the Teſticle, we 
explain ourſelves as intelligibly as 
we do in ſaying, a Spectator fympa- 
 thifes with Mrs. Siddons#, when we 
oblerve a paſſionate ſhriek of the 
latter, followed by a ſhriek from 
the former. 


* « When Ars. Siddons, in ſome diſtreſsful ſcene in 


« tragedy, &c.” 
Foorz's OBSERVATIONS. 


F The 
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The particular mode, in which a 


communication is made of the ſen- 
ſations of the ſtomach with the ſen- 


ſations of the teſlicle, is as little un- 


derſtood, as the manner in which 


ſimilar paſſions in the audience are 
excited by the diſplay of ſimilar 
paſſions in the actreſs. 


Of the ſwelled Teſticle, p. 34.— lt 
is here contended, that Mr. Hun- 
TER is totally miſtaken in his opi- 
nion that the herna humorrhalis is a 
ſympathy of the teſticle with the 


urethra, and is not venereal. 


To overturn the firſt part of this 
opinion, he reaſons by analogy 
from 


1 


from the ſwelling of the glands in 
the groin during the inflammation 
of the urethra, —-Theſe, he ſays, 
ariſe when the inflammation is the 

greateſt, and ſubſide as that goes 
off : whereas the teſticle ſwells at 
the time when the inflammation 1s 
ſubſiding, or in great meaſure gone 


off. 


Now it is obvious, that there is 
not the leaſt analogy between the 
circumſtances of the teſticle, and 
thoſe of the inguinal glands. The 
abſorbents which ariſe from the 
immediate ſeat of the diſeaſe, paſs 
thro' ſome gland in the groin. Be- 


ing acquainted with this fact, it is 
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ealy for us to underſtand, why, the 


abſorbent being irritated or in- 


flamed, the inguinal gland ſhould 
{well. 


But unleſs the venereal matter in 
the urethra be extended as far as 
the caput gallinaginis, which cer- 
tainly, if we can judge from the 
feelings of patients, 1s not generally 
the caſe; no venereal matter can 


poſſibly be applied to the teſticle. 


Even when ſuppurations take 
place about the proſtate gland, it 
is a very rare thing for a hernia hu- 
morrhalis to come on. Now, in 
ſuch a caſe, it is far more likely that 


the 


1 
the matter would be communicated 
along the vas deferens to the teſticle, 


than in the common Gonorrhaea.— 


Another thing worthy of our con- 
ſideration is, what appertains to the 

veſicul ſeminales. Theſe are cer- 
tainly more in the way of contami- 
nation, than the teſticle ; becauſe 
the diſtance between them and the 
urethra is leſs, than between the 
urethra and the teſticle; and be- 
cauſe being cavities, it is eaſier to 
ſpread the matter over their inter- 
nal ſurfaces, than over the internal 
ſurface of the meanders of the epi- 
didymis and teſticle. We do not 
ever find the veſiculæ ſeminales la- 


bour under an affection ſimilar to 


the hernia humorrhalis. 1 


1 

I have lately diſſected the body of 

a patient who laboured under an 
ulcer in the proſtate gland from a 
gonorrhea, which ulcer extended 
itfelf into the bladder. The veſi- 
cule ſeminales were perfectly ſound, 


nor were the teſticles ſwollen. 


But the Author of the Obſerva- 
tions, willing to make a home thruſt, 
addreſſes himſelf to Mr. HuxrER in 
the following words ;—* Do you, 
upon your honour, cure all ſwol- 
len teſticles without mercury,” 
&c.. page 56, line 1. to line 5. 


Mr. HUNTER has ſaid as much 
to give ſatisfaction on this point, as 
any man can reaſonably defire. 

He 


11 


He tells you, that in general the 
ſwelling of the teſticle ſubſides with 
the common treatment of inflamma- 
tion, He has even given an in- 
ſtance, in which a teſticle ſuppurated, 
and nevertheleſs, the cure was ef- 
fected without mercury. 


He has told us, that mercury 
is ſometimes to be uſed in the 
treatment of the ſwollen teſtis. But 
is it to be inferred, that the ſwollen 
teſticle, which was cured by mer- 
cury, was venereal, unleſs it has 
been ſhewn, that mercury will cure 
no other ſwellings than thoſe which 
are ſyphilitic? 


Without 
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Without adjuring Mr. FoorE by 


his honour, I will, in return, ſimply 


aſk him, if he can ſhew that a ve- 
nereal abſceſs has been cured by 
the means which cure a common 


abſceſs ? 


I will not aſſert, that no ſwollen 
teſticle 1s venereal; but I think I 
may be permitted to aſſert, that Mr. 
Foore has not in any wile refuted 
Mr. HunTteR's opinion on the ſub- 


ject. 


Page 60, 01.. 02, 63.— The in- 


genious Author of theſe pages diſ- 


covers in Mr. HUNTER's Treatiſe 


doctrines which he has never 


taught ; 


1 


and then induſtriouſly applies him- 
ſelf to refute thoſe doctrines. 


c. 


The ſymptoms of gonorrhea are 
held in contempt by him (Mr. 

* H.), and he is eager at all times 
* to repeat to us, that the diſcharge 
* 1s harmleſs; and that his doubts 
about the bad conſequences ariſing 
* from it, are entirely at an end. 
„ Notwithſtanding there are ab ſor- 


* bents, they do not abſorb, &c.“ 


Now to prove the injuſtice of 
this charge, nothing more 1s wanted 
than an appeal to the words of Mr. 
HUNTER. 


Treatiſe on the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
b. 86, line 26. © It is always ne- 
3 « ceſſary 


LA 


Cy 
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ceſſary to have in view the pol- 


ſibility of ſome of the matter being 
abſorbed, and afterwards appear- 
ing in the form of a lues vene- 
Again, p. 87, I. 13. 
Where it is not known to be 


abſorbed, &c.“ 


fe.” 


Again, p. 233, l. 9. The im- 
mediate conſequence of the local 
diſeaſes, gonorrh&a and chancre, 
which is called bubo, as alſo the 
lues venera, ariſe from the ab- 
ſorption of ſome recent venereal mat- 
ter from ſome ſurface where it has 
been applied or formed.“ 


Again, Þ.-257, line 1. The 
ce ſecond mode of abſorption is more 


* fre- 


E 


frequent than the former; and 


it is when the matter applied has 
** produced a gonorrhæa, &c.“ 


Thele and other texts to the ſame 
purpole, are plain evidence, that 
Mr. HunTERr's doubts about the 
bad conſequences ariſing from go- 
norrhœa, are not entirely at an 
end; and that he does not teach. 


that tho' there are abſorbents, they 
do not abſorb, &c. 


With how fair, attentzue, and 


candid a commentator, is Mr. Hux- 


TER bleſſed! 


Mr. HUNTER 1s 1n the next place 
laſhed for his opinion, that wounds 


G are 


1 
are bad abſorbent ſurfaces.— Here 
the Proteſter thinks he has him faſt 
by the ears; and with ſome triumph 
inſtances innoculating for the ſmall 
pox as a proof, that the reverſe of 


Mr. HunTER's doctrine is the truth, 


and that wounds are very good ab- 
ſorbing ſurfaces. 


But ſurely, the gentleman has 
been either a ſtranger to the prac- 
tice of innoculating, or an inatten- 
tive obſerver of the progreſs of the 
infection ; Otherwiſe he would have 
remarked, that an alteration in the 


ſtate of the wounded part, almoſt 


always takes place before any proofs 


of the infection having been com- 


municated 


L 8 
municated to the conſtitution, make 


5 
their appearance. I 


This fact, therefore, ſupports Mr. 


HuNTER's theory, inſtead of over- 
turning it. 


Inductions from experiments with 
the ticuna are foreign to the ſub- 
ject ;" it being extremely doubtful 
in what manner that poiſon, on be- 
ing applied to a wound, produces 
the death of the wounded animal. 


The attentive part of the gentle- 
men, who have been hearers of Mr. 
HuxrTeR's Lectures for ſeveral years 
paſt, can readily determine what 


agreement there is between truth 


and ; 


E 
and the lower half of page 64.—It 
is not for me to prove, that Mr. 
HuNTER never uſed the language, 
which Mr. FooTtt puts in his 
mouth; but a cloud of witneſſes 
can teſtify, that he has repeated- 
ly recommended it to his pu- 
pils to take notes, and compare 
them one with the other. And 
it is equally true, that the earlieſt 
copies of his Lectures agree in ge- 


neral with thoſe, which have been 
lately taken. 


Page 65 to page 84.—Mr. Hun- 
TER is roughly handled for publiſh- 
ing his opinion, that a gonorrhœa 
will in general get well without the 
help of medicine. I can- 


1 

I cannot help ſuſpecting, and my 
readers may likewiſe ſuſpect, that 
intereſted motives may be an in- 
ducement with ſome perſons to ob- 
ject to this doctrine. For whether 
true or falſe, its being generally re- 
ceived would be very diſadvantage- 
ous to a number of empirics, arid 
even to ſome men dignified by the 
titles of Surgeons. But what I have 
Juſt ſaid, calls for an apology : for 


I am conſcious that it is wrong to 
follow Mr. Foorz's example, in of- 


tering inſinuations and ſuppoſitions 


in the place of arguments and ex- 


periments. 


Before I proceed to the re- 
mainder of Mr. FooTE's objec- 


tions, 


71 
tions, let me preſent the reader with 


a ſummary view of Mr. HUNTER's 


opinions on the ſubject before us. 


He believes that gonorrhea in 
general cures itſelf, and that medi- 
cine is unneceſſary. That, how- 
ever, tho' time alone will com- 
monly cure a gonorrhcea, yet that 
art will often render the cure more 
ſpeedily effected, than if the com- 
plaint be leſt to itſelf. 


The better to aſcertain the truth 
of this opinion, he gives to ſome 
patients labouring under gonorrhea, 
bread pills, and he finds they all 
get well ; but not ſo ſoon as when 

art 15 employed. | That, 


E 


That, tho' a gonorrhœa often 
cures itſelf, yet very diſagrecable 
effects ſometimes follow it; as 
the inflammation. extending itlelt 
beyond the ordinary bounds, along 
the whole of the urethra, and even 
to the bladder, ureters, and kidnies, 
occaſioning ulceration in the ure- 
thra, abſceſſes in Cowper's. glands, 
&c. 


That ſometimes the gonorrhœa 
will continue for a length of time, 
in ſpite of every thing which we 
can do; and that, in ſuch a caſe, 
it is very happy, that in time a cure 
will be effected by the matter ceaſ- 
ing to have the power of keeping 
„%% 


E 


up the irritation in the urethra, and 


in ſhort, by the diſeaſe wearing it- 
ſelf out. | 


That in this manner a cure of the 


gonorrhœa takes place, but not of 
its conſequences. 


That 1t 1s very ſeldom, that the 
matter of a gonorrhœa taints the ha- 
bit; yet that this does ſometimes 
happen, and then the patient gets a 
lues venerea. 


This, I believe, is an accurate 
ſtatement of Mr. HUN TER“ës doctrine. 
I have repeatedly and attentively 
peruſed Mr. Foorz's commentary 


upon 


1 

upon it: I think with impartiality. 
But I can diſcern very little beſide a 
continuation of his attempt to place 
his author in a ridiculous point of 
view, and to amule the fancy of 


his readers by the irregular fallies 


of an ungoverned imagination. 


When he is denying the propoſi- 
tion, that gonorrhcea cures itſelf, he 
confounds the gonorrhœa with the 
lues venerea; for he talks of the go- 
norrhea ſhiftmg its ſituation, and acting 
on every part of the conſtitution. Page 
70, line 23.—Now the abſurdity of 
this objection is glaring ; for if the 
_ urethra become free from diſeaſe. 
then gonorrhœa is unqueſtionably 

H 2 at 
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at an end. A conſequent conſtitu- 
tional affection is a new matter; and 
it ceaſes to be an object of concern, 
in what form the previous local af- 
ſection appeared, and in what man- 


ner it was removed. 


Mr. HuNTExR tells us, that gonor- 
rhœas will cure themſelves. Never- 
theleſs, that in many caſes a cure is 
more ſpeedily effected by proper 
remedies, than when art is totally 
neglected ; but that the misfortune 
is, that we have not yet learned tO 
diſtinguiſh in which cafes medicine 


1s ſerviceable, and in which it 1s 


uſeleſs. As we have not attained 


to that knowledge, it may be natu- 


rally 
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rally concluded, that in general 
it is worth while to make a trial of 
art; and we are acquainted with 
the author's methods of treating the 


complaint. 


I do not preſume to decide on 
the merits of Mr. HUNTER“'s per- 
formance ; or to determine whether 
his mode of treatment has a claim 
to excellence; but, at any rate, he 
is intitled to the thanks of the pub- 
lic for the candid and unreſerved 
manner in which he has laid 8 
his practice. 

Ihe reputation, which he had ac- 
quired of accurately underſtanding, 


and 


1 
and of being poſſeſſed of a peculiar 


and advantageous method of treat- 
ing the diſeaſe, would have enabled 
him to have gratified every inte- 
reſted inclination, by affecting the 


concealment of his knowledge. 


From the zra of the diſeaſe to 
the preſent hour, never has a work 
appeared, in which the author has 
advanced his ſentiments with greater 
caution, diffidence, and modeſty. 
Availing himſelf nothing of the 
great character which he poſſeſſes 
in experiment and obſervation, he 
is no where dogmatic. He aſks 
credit for no opinion, farther than 
he ſupports it by facts and by rea- 
ſoning. No 


„„ 


No work deſerving the attention 
of criticiſm has appeared, in which 
there is an exemption from error. 
Mr. HunTzr's Treatiſe may have 
its imperfections. Had Mr. Foortr 
attempted to have pointed them 
out in a manner agreeable -to the 
true ſpirit and laws of criticiſm, his 
undertaking might have been praiſe- 
worthy. But with what kind of 
ſpirit he penned his Obſervations, 
or by what laws he was guided, let 
the reader diſcover. 


Dean Swirr ſaid to a young cler- 
gyman, © Never attempt at wit in 
* your diſcourſes, for it is ten 


* thouſand to one if you have any.” 


Happily, 


1 

Happily, Mr. Foorz never heard 
of, or deſpiſed the Dean's advice. 
Had he attended to it, Mr. Hun- 
TER would have loſt the honour 
of being introduced into the com- 
pany of Dioctnes, LUTHER, and 
CaLvin.—Mr. FoorE would have 
loſt the glory of aſſociating the 
ideas of Gonorrhcea, Fun, Rehl- 
gion, Idolatry, the Rubric, run- 
away Horſes, Tricks upon Cards, 
Records of Parliament, and a ſober 
game at Whiſt. And the Printer 
would have loſt the entire profits 
ariſing from page 67, 68, and many 


other pages. 
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The remainder of this firſt part 


of Mr. Foork's work affords me 
little opportunity of replying to par- 
ticular paſſages. 


He declaims againſt the perni- 
cious tendency of Mr. HuNTER's 
doctrines, and againſt his preten- 
tons to novelty or utility; but his 
prools and arguments are yet to 
come. They who have peruſed Mr. 
HuNTER's publication can tell, if it 
has given them any information.— 

That there can be any thing in 
Surgery or in Science novel to Mr. 
FoorE, let thoſe determine, who 
are better acquainted with his eru- 
dition and knowledge. But as 


I | there 


4 


there are many in the profeſſion, 
who have no pretenſions to om— 
niſcience, to them it is poſſible that 
Mr. HunTER may teach ſomething. 


In page 87, Mr. Foorx is aſto— 
niſhed, that Mr. HUNTER ſhould 
conclude, that, becauſe a gonor- 
rhœa gets well, whatever injections 
be uſed, that therefore no injections 


cure a gonorrhea, but that it gets 


well of itlelt. 


He tells us, Mr. HUNTER ſhould 
(on the contrary) have aſſerted, and 
with more conſonance to reaſon, 


that all injections tend to the ſame 


end.. 


3 


end, and that the complaint yields 
to their ſpecific power. But in page 
101 we read, © I ſay, that a mer 
curial injection is a ſpecific for a 
* gonorrhea; and that the emol- 
lients, ſedatives, and adſtringents, 
* ſet down by the Profeſſor, ought 
4 to be conſidered as adventitious 
** aids, under the all- controuling pow- 
er of mercury, as ſlip- lops are to 
* James's Powder, and a variety of 


© adjuncts to the Peruvian Bark,” 


In the firſt quoted paragraph, all 
injections are ſaid to be fþecifecs.— 
In another page, mercurial injec- 
tions are the ſheciſics, and all the 
reſt only adventitious aids. The 
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BE 
comparing of theſe two paragraphs, 


may ſuggeſt to the reader the old 


proverb, © ſome great wits have 


*© ſhort memories.” 


In page 93, 99. The Proteſter 
being thil reſolved that Mr. Hun- 


TER Ihall be ever in the wrong, 


preſumes that though he has 


not ſaid, yet he has conceived 
ſomething in which he is miſta— 


ken. 


Mr. HunTER has been ſaying, 
that * ſometimes, by an accidental 
fever coming on, the diſcharge 
++ has ſtopped, the pain in making 


* Water 


EL. 3 


* water has gone off, and the go- 


% norrhcea has finally terminated.” 


Now, could any man, beſide Mr. 
Foote, have inferred from this 
narrative, that a perſon thus cured 
by a fever might not have ſuffered 
an abſorption of venercal matter 
into the conſtitution previous to, or 


during the cure by the fever? 


He will likewiſe permit me to 
alk, Wnether, previous to his draw- 
ing his concluſion from the Lieu- 
tenant's cale (P. 99), he ought not to 
nave been certain, that no abſorp- 


ion of venereal matter took place 


before 
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„ 
before the gentleman fell ill of the 


variolous fever, 


Equally unfortunate is the Pro- 
teſter in confounding in page 100, 
the abſorption of venereal poiſon 
into the habit, with the achon of 
the venereal poiſon in the habit. 


If the reader will attentively pe- 
ruſe Mr. HunTER's work, pages 


534, 55 56, 57, 38, and compare 
them with pages 91, 92, and part 


of 93, he will render it needleſs for 


me to vindicate Mr. HN TER from 
the charge of felf-contradiction, 


which Mr. FoorE brings againſt 


him in page 107. 


I 


1 

If he has been a practitioner of 
much experience, he will be able 
to recollect numerous inſtances in 
which a ſwelled teſticle from a go- 
norrhœa ſpeedily ſubſided, and got 
well: and others, in which a par- 
tial enlargement of the teſticle, and 
eſpecially of the epididymis, re- 
mained for a length of trme, in ſpite 
of all his endeavours to reduce it. 
And if he has performed the opera- 
tion by inciſion for the radical cure 
of the hydrocele many times, or 
attended the cures of patients who 
have ſubmitted to it, he will at once 
acquieſce in Mr. HuxTeR's ſtate- 
ment of the ſpaces of time required 
for the ſubſiding of the teſtis aſter 
that 


3 
that operation, and for the removal 
of the ſwelling of the ſame part in 


many caſes of Hernia Humorrhahs. 


The ſame unfairneſs in the Pro- 
teſter is to be found in page 94.— 
If to his quotation ending line 16, 
he had added only two more lines, 
the reader would have perceived 


that he might have ſpared himſelf 
the trouble of quoting at all. 


HUNTER, p. 76, line 3. After 
any action,” it can therefore 
be of no conſequence whether 


the matter is allowed to lie upon 


cc 
cc 


6 


4 


* 1t or not; but by removing it, 


cc 


the medicines are allowed to 


© come 


on” X 


4 


* come in contact with the inflam- 
© ed ſurface.” 


I am not inſiſting upon the truth 
of Mr. HunTER's theory; but 1 
find no difficulty in ſhewing, that 
the Proteſter, in the examples 
which he has given us, has falſely 


charged him with ſelf- contradic- 
tion. 


In reviewing page 109, I remark, 
that 1t ſeems the obſerver has looked 


into SouUTH, Lock, and JOHNSON. 


It had been better to have f[tudied them. 


# 


I have now attended Mr. Foort 


through the firſt part of his Obſer- 


K vations. 


LW] 


vations. Of his language, ſtile, 
and grammar, I am ſilent; becauſe 
the purity of a SWIFT, or the ele- 
gance of an ApDp1s0N, could not 
have attoned for falſe reaſoning, 


miſrepreſentation, and want of can- 
dor. 


After all, it muſt be confeſled, 
that the Proteſter is merciful in 
the midſt of judgment. Con- 
ſcious that the value of his book 
will inſure to it an immortalit), 
he © will not be acceſſary to Mr. 
* HUNTER's farther diſgrace, or 


* aim to make an ignominious flam 
* mmdelible, by enlarging on the ſub- 
e 


© vp: ] 
* ject #.” Was not Mr. FoorE 
then of a gentle diſpoſition, the 
eſcutcheon of Mr. HUNTER's re- 
putation would be ſullied with a 
flam, never to be wiped away !— 
Mr. FoorE is in no ſuch danger 


from his humble Reviewer; he 
leeks not immortality; he writes 
not for poſterity. If he can aſſiſt 
the leſs enlightened part of the 
people of to-day, in aſcertaining the 
value of the Obſervations on the 
New Obinions of JOHN HUNTER, 
he aſks no more. When his work 
has done this, let it peaceably em- 
brace Mr. Foorz's in the trunk- 
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* FooTE's Obſervations. 
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— in vicum vendentem thus, et odores, 
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